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What is Academic English? 
 



What is Academic English? 

 English you need to use in studies (i.e. university) 

 It is a way to express yourself formally while …  

 Reading 

 Speaking 

 Listening 

 Writing (most importantly) 

 
 



Academic vs. General English 

 Academic English is … 

 More formal  

 More objective 

 Uses lots of referencing (i.e. where you got info.) 

 e.g. can’t use info. you like and not say where you got it! 

 if you don’t cite … this’s called “plagiarism” (crime!) 

 we leave this to another discussion (ethics) 



Why is Acad. English Important? 

 So what if my Academic English is “bad”? 

 You will most likely not succeed in “academia” … 

 A document with many mistakes gives a bad 

impression about you 

 How to have “good” Academic English? 

 “Practice makes perfect” … no other way! 

 Remember, no one is born with “good” English 
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How to Improve Academic English 
 



How to Improve Academic English 

1. Clear, Concise, and Well-constructed Language 

2. Construct Veritable Content 

3. Stay Away From Plagiarism 

4. Avoid Over-quoting 

5. Summarize 

We now discuss in some further detail … 
 



Clear, Concise Language 

 Make your writing legible 

 Use correct grammar and structure 

 Don’t make reader guess what you’re saying 

 Typos, mistakes, errors ⇒ considered “bad taste” 

 Proofread (over & over), use spell/grammar check 

 If you’re stuck ⇒ ask a native speaker for help! 

 
 



Construct Veritable Content 

 Base all content on well-established facts 

 Support content with research (“substantiation”) 

 e.g. avoid a statement like this 

Today’s students are not as hardworking as those in the 

previous generation (where is the evidence, numbers?) 

 Don’t speak about a topic unless you know about it! 

 
 



Stay Away From Plagiarism 

 Plagiarism: presenting others’ work as your own 

 Must make the proper balance between: 

 Taking advantage of people’s work and 

 Giving credit to those people  

 Cite all sources of: text, images, data, …even ideas 

 Those who plagiarize may get expelled 

 

 

 
 



Avoid Over-quoting 

 “Word for word quoting”: used with care 

 Use quotations, 

 to cite material you can’t put in your own words, or 

 is so beautiful you want to show in original format 

 Paraphrase majority of your writing 

 i.e. put in your own words (how?) 

 Note, this doesn’t not necessarily condense source 
 



Summarize 

 Indeed, one of the most difficult academic tasks! 

 Involves, 

 removing all unnecessary details (Ockham's Razor) 

 retaining the main/necessary content 

 Examples: 

 reducing the text mentioned in original document 

 reduce evidence in text (8 case studies instead of 40) 

 
 

https://youtu.be/skcCu4RUkAg


14 

What to Avoid in Academic English 
 



What to Avoid in Academic English 

 Certain grammatical errors, 

 make you look “bad” (AKA a “grammar goof”) 

 makes you work appear less reliable/effective 

 Careful not to misuse grammar just because other 

people do so! 



15 “Grammar Goofs” to Avoid 

 



15 “Grammar Goofs” to Avoid 

 



15 “Grammar Goofs” to Avoid 

 

 

 

 

 

 So… word or advice: avoid contractions! 

 



15 “Grammar Goofs” to Avoid 

 



15 “Grammar Goofs” to Avoid 

 



15 “Grammar Goofs” to Avoid 

 



15 “Grammar Goofs” to Avoid 

 



15 “Grammar Goofs” to Avoid 

 



15 “Grammar Goofs” to Avoid 

 

 

 

 

 

 Again, … avoid contractions  



15 “Grammar Goofs” to Avoid 

 



15 “Grammar Goofs” to Avoid 

 



15 “Grammar Goofs” to Avoid 

 



15 “Grammar Goofs” to Avoid 

 



15 “Grammar Goofs” to Avoid 

 

 

 

 

 e.g. I literally have only 10 SR in my pocket 



15 “Grammar Goofs” to Avoid 

 

 

 

 

 

 i.e. use proper sequence/order in your sentence 



More Personal Advice 

 Watch videos explaining Scientific material 

 Speak and listen to academics (in English) 

 Read course textbooks (do you do that?) 

 Read an article from time to time (subject you like) 

 Make effort in projects to paraphrase, summarize 

 Use good dictionaries (e.g. www.almaany.com)  

 
 

http://www.almaany.com/


References Used in Presentation 

 15 Grammar Goofs That Make You Look Silly [Infographic] 

http://www.copyblogger.com/grammar-goofs/ 

 5 Tips To Improve Your Academic Writing 

http://www.nextscientist.com/tips-improve-your-academic-

writing/  

 12 Common Errors in Academic English – and how to fix 

them!: https://youtu.be/mZQgd2sPxpk  

 

http://www.copyblogger.com/grammar-goofs/
http://www.nextscientist.com/tips-improve-your-academic-writing/
http://www.nextscientist.com/tips-improve-your-academic-writing/
https://youtu.be/mZQgd2sPxpk
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Questions 
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