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Group and solitary-based predation by Myxococcus xanthus. (a) Time course of solitary predation by
myxobacter FP-1 on cyanobacteria cells. The cyanobacterial species can be observed as a chain of large,
spherical cells. The arrow points to a rod-shaped myxobacter cell in the process of lysing two cyanobacteria
cells [reproduced from Shilo (1970) with permission from the American Society for Microbiology]. (b) Time
course of M. xanthus invading and lysing a colony of Escherichia coli prey bacteria. (c) These images show
the three major morphological traits of group-mediated predation: colony invasion (top), rippling wave
structures (middle), and fruiting bodies (bottom). Reproduced from Berleman et al. (2006) with permission
from the American Society for Microbiology.
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