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Abstract. Literary criticism of African literature written in French is extremely rare in the Arabic language. The fact that the majority of
Arab countries are in Africa, neighboring nations that have French as their medium of communication, highlights the necessity of according
more attention to the study of African literature written in French. It is obvious that such a study presents a number of challenges due to the
diversity of the literature itself, and because of the different place of origin of the works, coupled with the variety of issues raised by writers
and poets.

The present study focuses on the most common themes dear to renowned African poets, such as: racial discrimination, slavery,
injustice, deportation and attempts of returning back to origin, in addition to praising the moral qualities of the blacks. Poets differ in their
approach to dealing with these themes: some accepting the situation in which they found themselves and attempting to adapt to it, while
others declare war against their conditions. A third category, however, finds comfort in dreaming of the pre-colonial Africa.

It is hoped that this study, limited as it is, will contribute to shedding light on this vast issue, and encourage other researchers to
tackle the subject more profoundly.



