Original Articles   
INSTRUCTIONS TO AUTHORS

Scope
     The Saudi Pharmaceutical Journal (SPJ) is published every three months by the Saudi Pharmaceutical Society.  The journal accepts articles that conform to its scope and editorial standards.  The scope encompasses various disciplines of pharmaceutical sciences and related clinical subjects that are of interest to practicing pharmacists and other health professionals.  The journal will publish original research articles, review articles, short communications, case studies, and letters to the editor.  Abstracts of meetings and symposia will also be considered for publication.  All submitted papers are subject to an extensive review by the editorial board and by a panel of referees.
Manuscript Submission

      All manuscripts must be accompanied by a covering letter.  The name, full mailing address, telephone and/or fax numbers of the corresponding author should be included in the covering letter.  The Editorial Board will consider for publication original papers on work that has not previously been submitted or accepted for publication elsewhere.  Authors should make a statement to that effect.  Papers with joint authorship must be approved by all authors, for submission.  Authorship should be based on substantial intellectual contribution to the paper.  One author is designated for correspondence.
      Four copies of the manuscript and figures are required.  Mailing in heavy-paper envelop with adequate protection for the figures is recommended.  Permission to reproduce published material, to use illustrations or information that is of personal nature, should be obtained and submitted along with the manuscript.

      Authors are requested to transfer to Saudi Pharmaceutical Journal exclusive copyrights and the accepted manuscripts become the property of the Journal and may not be published elsewhere without written permission.

Manuscript Preparation

      The format of the Saudi Pharmaceutical Journal complies with the standards of styles for manuscripts found in the the document "Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical Journals" published in the Annals of Internal Medicine (1988;108:258-265).  Authors are requested to use SI units as the primary listing and to include, in parentheses, other conventional units only when their listing is extremely necessary to improve immediate understanding of the article contents.  All articles submitted should conform to the following publication style:
      Manuscript should be typed double spaced on one side of A4 paper with margins of at least 25 mm (1 in).  Pages should be numbered consecutively starting with the title page.  When a  manuscript is accepted for publication, authors are encouraged to submit ASCII diskette with the final draft.

Title Page

      The title page should carry: (1) title of the article; (2) first name, middle initial, and last name of each author; (3) name and address of the institution to which the work should be attributed.

Abstract and Keywords

      An abstract is required for all manuscripts except editorials and letters to the editor.  The abstract should follow the title, state the purpose of study, basic procedure, main findings and principal conclusion, and limited to 250 words or less.
Text

      The text should be divided into sections with the headings: introduction, materials and methods, results and/or discussion, conclusion, acknowledgements, and references.

Introduction

      Should clearly state the purpose of the article and summarize previously related publications and the rationale for the study.

Methods

      Describe sampling proceures, apparatus, methods of study, and any statistical analysis in sufficient details to allow other workers to reproduce the results.

Results

      The  results  should  be  presented in logical sequence.  Do not 
repeat in the text all the data in the tables or illustrations, or both.  Emphasis should be only on important observations.

Discussion

      Implications of the findings and their limitations should be included Relate the observations to other relevant studies.  Avoid repeating the results under discussion.  Link to conclusions with the goals of the study but avoid unsubstantiated statements and conclusions not completely supported by data.
Structure
      The structure graphics should be constructed according to SPJ specifications:

10 pt Helvetica font

Bold width 2.0 pt (0.071 cm. 0.02778 in)

Tolerances 3 pt (0.106 cm. 0.417 in)

Hash spacing 2.5 pt (0.088 cm. 0.0345 in)

Fixed length 14.4 pt (0.508     cm. 0.2 in)

Line width 0.6 pt (0.21 cm. 0.0083 in)

Margin width 1.6 pt (0.056  cm. 0.0222 in)

Bond spacing 18% of width
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References

      Number references consecutively in the order in which they are cited in the text identified by Arabic numerals in parenthesis.  Abstracts, unpublished and, personal communications may not be used as references.

Examples of correct reference forms are given below:

Journals

      You CH, Lee KY, Chey RY and Menguy R.

Electrogastrographic study of patients with unexplained nausea, bloating and vomiting. Gastroenterology 1980;79:311-4.

Books

· Personal Authors

       Eisen HN, Immunology: an introduction to molecular and cellular principles of the immune response.  5th ed. New York; Harper and Row, 1974;406.

· Chapter in a Book

Weinstein L, and Swartz MN. Pathogenic properties of invading microorganisms. In: Sodeman WA Jr, Sodeman WA, eds. Pathologic mechanism of disease. Philadelphia; WB Saunders, 1974:457-72.

· Published Proceedings Papers

       DuPont B. Bone marrow transplantation in severe combined immunodeficiency with unrelated MLC compatible donor.  In: White HJ, and Smith R, eds. Proceedings of the third annual meeting of the International Society for Experimental Hematology.  Houston: International Society for Experimental Hematoloty, 1974:44-6.
Tables

      Type each table double-spaced on a separate sheet, including heading. Identify statistical measures of variation such as standard deviation and standard error of the mean.  The units of measures used for all data in a column should be placed in parentheses under the column heading.

Illustrations

      Figures should be professionally drawn and photographs
should be sharp, glossy, unmounted black and white prints.  Figures will be scaled to fit column width (75 mm). Letters, numbers, and symbols should be clear and even throughout, and of sufficient size that when reduced for publication each item will be legible.  Each figure should have a label pasted to its top margin indicating the top side, the name of the senior author. Figures should be numbered consecutively (Arabic numerals)
 according to the order in which they are first cited in the text. Legends for the figures must be typed, double-spaced and on a separate page. Computer-aided graphics should be drawn in their exact size that will appear in the journal (maximum witdth is 155 mm and maximum length is 210 mm) and must be printed using a 600-dpi printer or more.
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