CHAPTER 6

WEATHERING AND SOILS

6.1 Weathering
Is defined as the changes that take place in minerals and rocks at or near the surface of the earth in
response to the atmosphere, to water, and to plant and animal life.
5 Process of erosion.
t Process of Transportation:
The products of weathering are usually moved by the transporting agents to new places.

The transporting agents include:

1 Water

2. Gravity

3 Wind

4. Glacier Ice
;. Process of settlement

The products of weathering are transported to new places and settle and accumulate there to
form new types of materials.
6.2 Types of weathering
There are two types of weathering:
1 Mechanical weathering

5, Chemical weathering

6.2.1 Mechanical weathering
Is the process by which rock is broken down into smaller and smaller fragments as the result of the
energy developed by physical forces. The mineral composition is unchanged.
* Agents of mechanical weathering
L Expansion and contraction resulting from heat
b Frost action

When the rock temperature of water drops from 4°C to 0°C, its freezing point, the
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