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Effect of Cutting for Fuel on Calligonum comosum L'Her and

Associated Range Vegetation in Al-Qassim, Saudi Abga

Abdulaziz M. Assaeed" and Abdulaziz A. Al-Qarawi?

ABSTRACT
Shrub cutting and uprooting for fuel and charcoal production is an old practice in

Saudi Arabia. among shrub species preferred for fuel, Calligonum comosum is
particularly important in sand dune stabilization. In 1993, a study was conducted to
evauate the effect of fuel gathering on C. comosum and associated vegetation.
Vegetation percentage cover and plant density of C. comosum were estimated in a
protected and unprotected sitesin Al-Qassim, Saudi Arabia. resultsindicated that fuel
gathering have destroyed 25% of C. comosum plants in the unprotected site.
Differences in vegetation components and quantity between the two sites were found.

Some information on fuel market were also collected from Riyadh city.

1 College of Agriculture, Department of Plant Production, King Saud University, P.O. Box 2460, Riyadh 11451 Saudi Arabia
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