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Abstract
A Content Analytic Study of the Sixth Grade Science Textbook
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

The main purpose of this study was to analyze the content of the sixth grade
science textbook in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia using accurate and precise
science standards. This study utilized Indiana State National Science Education
Standards, which were issued in 1996 by the National Research Council in the
United States of America. The major research study question was to what extend
the Saudi 6™ grade science textbook covers Indiana State National Science
Education Standards. Finally, it was the intention to use the study's results to

ensure the quality and effectiveness of the Saudi 6™ grade science textbook.

The study found that the Saudi 6™ grade science textbook covers a great deal
of Indiana State National Science Education Standards. Due to comprehensiveness
of the 6™ grade science textbook, percentages of standards were not equivalent.
This textbook focused on the first four standards: Nature of Science and
Technology, Scientific Thinking, Physical Setting, and Living Environment,
25.49%, 22.39%, 17.51%, & 15.52% respectively. With respect to the remaining
standards, their percentages were 9.97%, 5.76%, & 3.32% respectively.

In conclusion, the study recommended that there is a need for conducting
more similar studies to investigate the last three standards and discuss reasons that
make their percentages low. Moreover, it would be beneficial if more studies are
conducted to closely investigate other science textbooks utilizing Indiana State

National Science Education Standards.
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