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Purpose

This course is designed to provide graduate students of the Master’s Degree Program in Health and Hospital Administration with a general introduction to the ecology of health. Further, the course will provide students with the principles of public health and its role in improving the health of the community. Topics in this course cover a wide range of public health issues such as environmental health, epidemiological issues and diseases in the community together with the role of health administration in managing such issues. Students will have the opportunity to learn about a number of health care issues relate to the health of the population and the possible solutions for such issues.

Major assignments of the course

Part I

As a postgraduate student in this course, you are required to write a term paper on a current public health issue. This may be one in which you have a particular interest, or one you feel has, or will have, a major impact on the health of the population. In the term paper, review the literature (research articles) and indicate its prevalence and what has been done to prevent the health problem both locally and internationally. In the second part of your paper, you may include answers to as many of the following questions, as are relevant to your topic:

· Define the problem. How common it is? Are particular population groups at risk?

· What causes the problem?

· What is the historical legislation or other governmental regulation related to the issue?

· Can the problem be prevented?

· How should the problem be managed?

· What is currently being done about the problem (programs, policies etc)?

· In your opinion, does more need to be done (what needs to be done and by whom)? 

· What are the potential barriers to implementing the recommended solutions?

It is always advised that students select their topic and discuss its title, contents and layout with the course instructor as early as possible in order to avoid any potential problem. Ensure you reference your work. 

Part II

Students may be required to submit homework and other assignments related to the ecology of health or similar topics in public health. These assignments, if required, will be announced in class.

Word limit: maximum 2,000 words (excluding references or bibliography)

Due date: -----------------------------------------
Each student’s term paper (as well as other written assignments) will be assessed against the following criteria:

· Relevance of the work to the course.

· Quality, depth of analysis and conclusions, which are supported by evidence and/or argument.

· Referencing (it is recommended to learn one of the accepted academic methods for acknowledging sources of information). Be consistent in listing your references! Web is permissible and encouraged. However, if references from the Web are used, the complete address and the date of access of the website should be documented.

· Adherence to the due dates.

· Presentation of the topic.

♣ Always keep a photocopy of your work in case of loss or misplacement
Evaluation and grading

Students’ work will be evaluated according to the following:

· Attendance and active participation in class discussions (10%) 
· Writing a term-paper and presenting it to class (15%)
· Seriousness in doing homework assignments (15%)
· Mid-term exam I (20%)  
· Final examination (40%)

Readings
There is no single textbook available for the course, so relevant reading materials will be taken from different textbooks and published articles. Students will be provided by the reading materials through a series of weekly lectures. Further, students will be guided to additional reading materials, notes and resources. A lot of the readings materials will be mainly form the following textbooks: 

- Community Health (7th Edition) by Green and Ottoson, Mosby, 1994.

- Epidemiology and Public Health Medicine (4th Edition) by Farmer, Miller and Lawrenson, 1996.

- Oxford Textbook of public health by Roger Detels, 1996. 
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