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Abstract

The presentation sheds light on the historical background of Saudi Arabia,
the formation of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the transformation of its
society from a predominately nomadic society to a an urbanized one with
more than 78% living in urban centers. The lecturer traces the larger
cultural developments, political, economic as well as social and attempts
to relate such developments to the emerging Saudi Arabian urban
planning model. Traditional urbanism, that is traditional built forms with
their vernacular architecture and informal settlement development
practices, are compared to modern eclectic architecture and planning
processes, notably centralized and technocratic. The presentation
summarizes a plethora of modern developments in urban planning
practices since the promulgation of Saudi Arabia as a nation state in
1932, including the issuing of legislation, decrees, the creation of planning
organizations, new towns, and the mass production of master and
structure plans for major Saudi cities. Particular attention will be given to
national, regional and city planning. The presentation highlights major
impacts on the morphology of Saudi cities and the emergence of the
modern urban landscape. The presenter focuses on the achievements
and developments that took place during the last twenty years of His
Majesty King Fahd.
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