EDUCATION DEVELPOMENT IN SAUDI ARABIA

Overview

 Where is Saudi? 

 Area: 2,240,000 km (1,400,000 Mile) , 80% of the Arabian Peninsula

 Population: 16.9 million, including about 4.6 million foreigners. (1992 census)
Saudi society structure:

 Young country - 1950s without resources. Established as a kingdom in 1932

 Discovering oil - sudden change – effects life.

 Live in villages, towns and big cities.

 Arabs, 100% Muslims.

 According to 1965 population estimates, the division of the Saudi citizens was as follows:
66 % nomadic people. II. 12 % settled cultivators. III. 22 % urban dwellers.

 Now Nearly 10 % still live as nomadic tribes. 

The Saudi family: 

 Extended type.

 The family is the fundamental and essential repository of every individual's personal identity. 

 The family and tribe are still the centers of the Saudi's life. 

Ch1: Educational Situation in the Arabian Peninsula

 I. Educational places in early era:

I.1 Halqah (Study circle): 

Named because the teacher was, as a rule, seated on a dais or cushion with the pupils gathered in a semicircle before him. The more advanced a student, the closer he was seated to the teacher. The mosque circles varied in approach, course content, size, and quality of teaching, but the method of instruction usually emphasized lectures and memorization, and sometimes inquiry. Still use until now.
I.2 Kuttab: 

Open for all people from different levels in the society in equity. Aged people usually have separate kuttabs. In general it is free, but some parents may give something for the teacher (money or food), but teacher will not ask for any thing.  Before Islam there were only few kuttabs in few cities. In kuttab kids memorize Qur’an and learn basic reading, writing, arithmetic and morals. 

I.3 Palaces schools: 

Special classes for some wealthy families who wants special education for their kids, and usually they chose good teachers to teach kids advance reading, writing and morals. 

I.4 Bookstores: 

It wasn’t places to sell and buy books only, but it was also places for discussions and meetings between scholars and educators. 

I.5 Scholars’ houses: 

Open for scholar’s students who want to continue with this scholar for long time. It is special classes held for gifted students besides the public classes in halqah. 

I.6 Badiah (Rural or Bedouins places and life): 

This might be strange, but this places where people can learn Arabic language on strong bases. That is only in the past. 

I.7 Mosques (Masjed in Arabic): 

Besides prayers, mosques was the court, conferences, meetings and early kuttabs and halqahs, till now there are number of halqahs in Saudi’s mosques. 

II. Before the establishment of Saudi Arabia

II.1 Ottoman Empire: end 1916

 Ottoman Empire was a great country taking care of each part of it, including Arabian Peninsula. 

 Later this empire became harm for the area. 

 Took care of the western region because the importance of Mecca and Maddinah in Islamic world, and ignore the rest of the peninsula except parts of east region which have oases and ports. 

 Established schools in the wheaten regain to build supporters for them. 

 Change schools’ languages from Arabic to be Turkish.

 People didn’t accept these schools and didn’t engage in it, because they lose their identity.

II.2 Hashemy era: 1916 – 1924

 Shareef Hussein Bin Ali led Arab revolution against Turk and Ottoman Empire.

 Stopped any kind of Turk influences especially in education. 

 Ordered to close all the schools and asked scholars to set new educational system.

 Within one year there was a great system: preparing school, advance elementary, and high school 

 People engaged in schools, then they look froward to continue their education abroad. 

 Shareef Hussein discovered that education would lead people to be more knowledgeable in life.

 First they will find their identity, then they would engage in discussions about politics and other issues. 

 He decided to kill his plan to protect his position.

 Stopped any kinds of scholarship or studying abroad, delaying and decreasing teachers’ monthly payments till they lose their ardor.

II.3 Early Saudi:

 Until 1926 the Arabian Peninsula was divided into several parts.

 1926, King Abdulaziz Ibn Saud became the king of the Hejaz and Sultan Nejd and Dependencies.

 September 18, 1932, Ibn Saud was proclaimed king of Saudi Arabia. 

 Formal and organized education in Saudi Arabia did not exist until 1948.

 Before that time there was a traditional educational system "kuttab".

 During the earlier period of educational development, these schools were opened to boys only.

 Kuttabs have been open to girls at the lower levels, in general ladies teach girls in heir houses.

 Teachers called: in Eastern region “Mulla”, Central region “Mutawa`”, and in south “Fageeh”.

II.4 The Educational System in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

 On the opposite of Hashemy era, King Abdulaziz, pay more attention to education.

 Established the first formally organized educational center in 1925, a place called "the Directorate of Education." under the Ministry of the Interior because there were not enough qualified and educated people to establish a special department. 

 Egyptian assistance was requested, not only as supplemental aid for teaching but also to help subsidize curriculum and organize the Saudi educational system.

 Egyptian educational model was following in the footsteps of the English educational model at that time.

 Saudi Educational model was indirectly adopting the English educational system.

 The first government school in Saudi Arabia was established in 1925.

 1939 schools became what could now be considered as full-fledged elementary schools. 

 At that time in the entire kingdom of Saudi Arabia only 2,319 pupils were enrolled in schools. 

 The number of elementary schools reached 182 in 1949, with a total enrollment of 21,409 pupils.

Ch2:  Educational Influences on Saudi Arabian System

I. Lack of competence:

 As it in any new grown country, Saudi adapts educational systems from other countries.

 At that time there were a good educational situation in Syria, Egypt and Lebanon. 

 The first General Manager of Saudi education was from Syria. 

 Teachers from Egypt holding a secondary school graduate certification.

 The first scholarship to study abroad was in 1929, 14 students sent to Egypt.

 1935 King Adbulaziz decided to send more Saudi students to study in Egypt.

 1951 there were 169 students studying in Egypt to become Saudi teachers.

 In different years number of students sent to Egypt, Lebanon, Germany, Switzerland.

 In 1951 a group of 19 students sent to the U.S.

 The first curriculum implemented in the Saudi era was in 1925.

 The curriculum planning has since been changed twice in 1932 and 1935.

 The main change was the focus especially on the religious and Arabic language curriculum and by adding health and moral curriculum. 

 Saudi educational system there was influences from both the Syrians and Egyptians.

 Egyptian influence was more visible and obvious.

 Most of the teachers in Saudi Arabia were from Egypt. 

 Students with scholarships from the government were sent to Egypt. 

 The first Saudi citizen, who got a Ph.D. in 1960 from Egypt, was the fourth Minister of the Ministry of Education.  

II. The Establishment of the Ministry of Education

 1953 the General Directorate became the Ministry of Education.

 Because of the importance of education, King Abdulaziz appointed his son Prince Fahad (later King Fahad) to be the first Minister of Education.

 Education is free.

 Gave monthly allowances to students who came from needy families.

 Transportation, textbooks, food were provided to all of the students for free.

 At the level of higher education living accommodations for all of the students was free and the government granted monthly allowances-around $250 per month-for all of the university students. 

 Girls' education is separate from boys' in all levels of education in Saudi Arabia. Because of issue related to the separate social status given to women by Islam.

 1960 established of the presidency of Girls' Education as a separate and independent organization.

Ch3: Purpose of Education in Saudi Arabia

I. Society characters: 

 The purpose of education in general is to satisfy the needs of the society.

 Reflects cultural norms and way of living. 

 Purposes and goals of education in any country represent the cultural values, beliefs and ideology of its members. 

 The main educational purpose of the Saudi education system is a continuation of its Islamic educational heritage. 

II. Saudi Arabia Educational Policy 

 1970, The Saudi educational policy. (Reflects the previous issues.)

Ch4: The Structure and Curriculum of Public Education

 Public education in Saudi Arabia, for boys and girls, is divided into three levels: elementary, intermediate, and secondary. Also, there is optional kindergarten level.

 The school year at all three levels consists of two semesters, which are fifteen weeks long. 

 Classes per week vary from 28 to 33 class.

 The length of each class is 45 minutes.

 Passing the exam at the end of the school year is essential for moving to next grade or level.

 Students who fail need to take another test in the subject that was failed. 

 Before the new school year starts, if the student fails again, he needs to repeat the grade.

I. Elementary education:

 Elementary education consists of six grades.

 Students start at the age of six. (May accept 3 months - or 4 in Gregorian calendar- less than 6).  

 Elementary education focuses mainly on Islamic religion and the Arabic language; mathematics, history, geography, and science. 

I.1 Elementary School Curriculum:

	Subjects
	Hours Per Week

	
	1st Grade
	2nd  Grade
	3rd  Grade
	4th  Grade
	5th  Grade
	6th  Grade

	Islamic Studies
	9
	9
	9
	9
	9
	9

	Arabic Studies
	12
	9
	9
	9
	8
	8

	Social Studies
	0
	0
	0
	2
	2
	2

	Science
	1
	2
	2
	2
	3
	3

	Mathematics
	2
	4
	4
	5
	5
	5

	Art Education
	2
	2
	2
	1
	1
	1

	Physical Education
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2

	Total Hours
	28
	28
	28
	31
	31
	31


II. Intermediate education:

 Passing the sixth grade examinations is required to enter the intermediate level.

 The age of the intermediate student is between 12 and 15 years old. 

 Students in the intermediate level study, besides Islamic and Arabic language courses, more general education courses. 

 Completion of the third year of the intermediate level and passing the examination, students can select one of three options: (1) regular secondary school, (2) vocational education, (3) Qur'anic schools.

II.1 Intermediate School Curriculum

	Subjects
	Hours Per Week

	
	1st Grade (7 grade)
	2nd Grade (8 grade)
	3rd Grade (9 grade)

	Islamic Studies
	8
	8
	8

	Arabic Studies
	6
	6
	6

	English
	4
	4
	4

	Science
	4
	4
	4

	Mathematics
	4
	4
	4

	Art Education
	2
	2
	2

	Physical Education
	1
	1
	1

	History
	2
	2
	2

	Geography
	2
	2
	2

	Total Hours
	33
	33
	33


For girls, instead of Physical Education they have Feminine Education in all levels.

III. Secondary Education

 Prior to 1937, there was no secondary-level education in Saudi Arabia.

 The first high school was the Saudi Institution opened in 1926.

 The real beginning of secondary education coincides with the development of the Foreign Mission preparatory school in 1937. 

 The initial purpose of this school was to prepare Saudi students for higher education in Egyptian universities. 

 The curricula were similar to the Egyptian curricula and most of the teachers were from Egypt. 

 Secondary education is three-year program. 

 The economic development in the oil sector in 1950s and 1960s led to dramatic industrial and commercial growth in Saudi Arabia.

 The need for an immediate reform of the secondary education system and more secondary schools became clear.

 The Saudi Supreme Committee of Education embarked on a large-scale expansion of the Saudi education system, which was influenced by the American education system. 

 There are now three types of secondary education available in Saudi Arabia:

(1) Qur'anic school, (2) general (academic) school, and (3) vocational (professional) school.

 The first Qur'anic high school opened in 1977.

 General high school follows a general curriculum in the first year. Then, each student specializes in either liberal arts or science for the next two years. 

 The general high school curriculum has been changed several times, as educational policymakers and curriculum planners have determined that the curriculum did not meet individuals' and national needs.

 The Ministry of Education established the first comprehensive secondary school in 1975, as an experimental modern high school in the city of Riyadh.

 In 1977 and 1978, they opened three more schools in other cities round the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 

 The intent in establishing these schools was:

1. To prepare students for real life by affording them with the knowledge and skills they need for employment, 

2. To meet the needs of both individuals and groups in society, 

3. To allow students to select the courses and activities that they need, and 

4. To offer students access to an academic adviser to guide and help them during their studies.

· Because of the need to expand secondary education and include additional academic programs and areas of study, the comprehensive secondary education program was replaced by "developed" secondary education in 1983.

· This school allowed students to choose the courses that correspond to their interests, as well as developing a high school structure which allows students to experience different activities. 

· Saudi educational policymakers phased the "developed" high school plan out in 1993 because of the negative social consequences for both students and the society.

Ch5: The Structure of Educational Administration in Saudi Arabia

I. Education authorities:

· Four agencies have the authority to operate and run the educational system.

· Other authorities are the Ministry of Defense and Aviation, the Presidency of National Guard and the Ministry of Interior. 

The main four agencies are:

I.1 Ministry of Education:

· The Ministry of Education was established in 1953.

· Considered the largest centralized educational agency in Saudi Arabia. 

· The Ministry of Education's main objective is to provide general education for all male students. 

· The Ministry runs elementary, intermediate, and secondary schools, and teachers colleges.

· The Ministry of Education is responsible for policy making and planning, curriculum, teacher and superintendent training, and special education. 

· It is also responsible for the library system, the museums, and archeological research. 

I.2 General Presidency of Girls' Education:

· The General Presidency of Girls' Education was founded in 1960.

· It is responsible for providing general education for female students from kindergarten to the college level. 

· It is also responsible for female teacher training and adult education and literacy. 

I.3 The General Organization for Technical Education and Vocational Training:

· In 1949, the government established the first vocational school.

· Two divisions of vocational and technical education were founded: one in the General Administration for Technical education, a division of the Ministry of Education; the second in the General Administration of Vocational Training, a division of the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs.

· In 1980 these two administrations were integrated into (GOTEVT) the General Organization for Technical Education and Vocational Training. 

· GOTEVT is now responsible for pre-vocational training centers, vocational and commercial secondary schools, and higher technical institutes.  

I.4 The Ministry of Higher Education: 

· Before, higher education was under the Ministry of Education.

· The Ministry of Higher Education is responsible for the kingdom's eight universities and more than seventy-eight colleges, and also coordinates post-secondary programs.

· It also supervises scholarships of Saudi students studying abroad.

II. Financing of Education:

· 1970, Education budgets started with 666 million SR, which was at that time 9.8% of the total state budget.

· 1975, increaseed till it reached 3760 million SR. 

· 1979, education budget jumped to 16269 million SR.

· 1984, it reached 29957 million SR.

( U.S Dollrr = 3.75 SR “Saudi Riyal”) 
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